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New Orleans
Personal
Computer
Club Inc.

Users Helping Users

Wednesday
December 3, 1997

6:30 - 9:00 pm
J. D. Meisler School

Cleary At 17th Street — Metairie

Plenty of free parking
Bring a guest!
free parking

Soft drinks

Hot dogs & Chili

Christmas goodies

Monthly Meeting

Quicken 98
with Quicken Evangalist

Richard Katz
(yeah,  he finally got here!)

Learn how seamless web
integration and new features
enable users to save more,
invest smarter and prepare

for emergencies!

Annual Christmas
Party!

(See page 7)
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THE OLD RAMBLER
Frank Masingill

W hooee!!  Every year when
the trees be gin to shed
multi- colored leaves, Jack-

 O- Lanterns shine into the dark ness,
Thanks giv ing bas kets be gin to be gath -
ered for the less for tu nate and vi sions
of sugar plums be gin to dance in the
heads of the kid dies we have our selves 
an “elecshun” and this year was no
ex cep tion.

Along with the pres en ta tion of a pro -
gram by Mi cro soft  on Inter  net
Ex plorer 4.0 and a lively Q&A ses -
sion led by the Prez, we whizzed our
way fran tic ally through the bal lot ing
to choose mem bers of next year’s
Board of Di rec tors, tear ing pages of
pa per into make shift bal lots, dis trib ut -
ing them to mem bers  ea  ger  to
ex er cise their demo cratic pre roga tives, 
col lect ing and count ing all in rec ord
time thanks to the vol un teer help of
Mar tha Wick ett who ended up do ing 
most of the work. Hey, (grin) we’re a
com puter club — shouldn’t we be do -
ing such as this on computers?
Maybe we just pre fer the warm,
fuzzy, hu man touch! Con do lences,
chuckle) to the win ners.  We un der -
stand that not only has Gary im ported 
an old buggy whip from some where
but it is ru mored that the new gavel is 
large enough to be fright en ing!!

As usual, the even ing was cli maxed
with Jatho and his fa mous trav el ing
auc tion show!  Even the OR lost his
com po sure and yelled out a bid
(which was promptly trumped!!).

But, be fore all of that gets un der way
we gonna have our selves one ban gup
Christ mas party when maybe new
mem bers can get bet ter ac quainted
with more re cent join ers.  No tice how 
the OR tact fully avoid call ing them
“old mem bers!”

The OR is grate ful for the va ca tion
do nated to him last month when Don -
ald McCune so gra ciously ex tended
to him by writ ing an in for ma tive
guest  col  umn fo cus ing on the
strengths of the club’s on go ing pro -
grams.  Many thanks, Don ald.  We
did en joy the ab sence of pres sure.

But we stacked up, dur ing the in ter -
val, some in for ma tion gath ered from
in ter est ing mem bers among us.

Meet Gene (Eugene) Gon zales who
keeps his key board at break neck
speed on a va ri ety of tasks.  Gene is a 
re tired elec tri cal en gi neer who is also
among the re tired Army Re serve Of fi -
cers.  He uses such pro grams as
Win dows and AmiPro to keep rec ords 
for a number of or gani za tions in the
realm of credit un ions to which he be -
longs and to help his wife who
be longs to an aux il iary for one of
these or gani za tions. 

Gene is Chair man of the Board of Di -
rec tors of the ASI Fed eral Credit
Un ion and is ei ther an of fi cer or
mem ber of the board of other credit
un ion bod ies.  He and his wife also
ap pre ci ate the com puter for its abil ity
to keep in touch via Email with fam -
ily and friends.  If you want to put a
lighter step in Ge ne’s walk and a
brighter gleam in his eye just men tion 
credit un ions and the OR, as a mem -
ber of one, him self, fully un der stands
such en thu si asm.  We hope the club
con tin ues to be a help to you, Gene,
in your en deav ors.  You surely al low
no grass to grow un der your feet in
re tire ment and that is as it should be.
Here’s wish ing you and the wife even 
more sat is fac tion in your fu ture with
your ac tivi ties.  And thanks for shar -
ing your in ter ests with the other
mem bers by talk ing with the OR.

An other very busy gen -
tle man who has been a
mem ber of our club for
about same length of
time as the OR also al -
lowed us to get bet ter
ac quainted with him at
the last meet ing is Ash -
ton C. Mou ton,  Jr .
When Ash ton wrote his
Email ad dress for me on 
a beau ti ful lit tle card
bear ing the names of
Ash ton and Anna and
con tain ing a  lovely
poem cele brat ing life -
long pledge of lov ers he
could not have known
that the OR was, at that

very hour cele brat ing a 55th an ni ver -
sary with Mrs. OR.  The poem was
shared with the wife as soon as we left 
the meet ing to re turn home.  Ash ton is 
a Cer ti fied Pro fes sional in Hu man Re -
sources and a Hu man Re sources and
Man age ment Con sult ant with an MS
de gree in Man age ment.  He is ac tive
in two Car ni val Krewes (Bards of Bo -
he mia and Pega sus) ,  and holds
mem ber ship in Toast mas ters In ter na -
t ional ,  Na t ional  Black MBA
As so cia tion, Inc., New Or leans Chap -
ter ,  Na t ional  So ci  ety of Hu man
Re source Man age ment and Ameri can
Man age ment As so cia tion.   He is a
skilled com puter op era tor who serves
as Web mas ter  of  the NBMBAA
[http://www.gnofn.org/~nonbm baa/.

Heart felt thanks for the lovely poem
on such a timely oc ca sion, Ash ton,
and for a long as so cia tion with NOPC. 
Ash ton is a life long resi dent of New
Or leans and a val ued mem ber of our
club.  Sorry it took us so long to get
ac quainted per son ally, Ash ton and the
best of eve ry thing in your ac tive
ca reer.

And last but not least by any means,
the OR pres ents one of our brand new
mem bers who, it turns out, was an un -
known neigh bor not so very long ago,
Greg Clem ent who, for some un ac -
count able rea son, the OR (known to be 
in his do tage) in sisted on re fer ring to
as “Clem ent Stone” un til cor rected an
em bar rass ing number of times.  Greg
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is a re tired pub lic school teacher who
joined us in Oc to ber.  He is a com puter
en thu si ast who has been us ing some
kind of com put ing ma chine since the
1980s.  He is also a well- published
author and with Sharon, his wife, loves
to travel to in ter est ing places about
which he usu ally writes us ing his com -
puter and WordPer fect.  His cur rent
proj ect is al most ready for pub li ca tion
he tells me and will be ti tled 38 Pic tures 
of Boats on the Wall.  This, he tells me,
is the number of boats he has owned.
Greg con tin ues to pur sue gradu ate stud -
ies at UNO and looks for ward to
im prov ing his com puter skills with help
from fel low club mem bers.  He’s also
think ing in terms of a lap top to ac com -
pany him as he and Sharon con tinue to
en joy their mo tor home trav els.

We should take this op por tu nity of ex -
press ing ap pre cia tion to the “mov ers and 
shak ers” who dur ing 1997 brought in
pres en ta tions of soft ware and re lated in -
for  ma t ion for  the bene f i t  of  the
mem ber ship, sup plied us with cold
drinks dur ing the meet ing, faith fully
manned the mem ber ship and treas ury ta -
bles, pro duced the club news let ter, kept
the NOPC BBS avail able and serv ice -
able for the mem bers and at tended both
for mal and in for mal Board meet ings to
plan strate gies for main tain ing the vari -
ous serv ices of  the club to i ts
mem ber ship.  You all war rant our thanks 
and our ap plause for tasks well done and 
of ten be yond the call of duty.

And from the Old Ram bler whose privi -
lege it has been to greet you in this
col umn through out the year a very
Happy Holi day Sea son and a most ful -
fill ing and pros per ous New Year!

The Old Ram bler
(con tin ued from page 3)

#44 An attendee in my
Mineapolis workshop asks:
What is a computer virus?
Some peo ple don’t re al ize...

• A com puter vi rus is any thing that 
modi fies your sys tem or sys tem
folder that you do not know
about, or do not ap prove of. 

• A computer virus is any new
software introduced into your 
system that erases any other file
without your prior knowledge, or
approval. 

• A computer virus is any new
software introduced into your
system that causes undesirable
effects with out your prior
knowledge, or approval.

• A computer virus is any new
software or program that causes
other files currently on your
system and in use to be removed

or modified in a way that causes
other programs to cease
functioning.  

• A computer virus is any program 
that installs a second system or
duplicate fonts, extensions,
tool boxes, CDevs or Chooser
documents into your computer or 
hard drive space. 

• A computer virus is any program 
that requests that you remove
virus protection, and then
commits any of the above. 

...and don’t you forget it!

Fred Showker    showker@user- groups.com  
Fred Showker is di rec tor of The De sign &
Pub lish ing Cen ter on the web at 
http://www.graphic-design.com, and is a
co- founder of both The User Group Fo rum
on Amer ica On line, and The User Group
Net work at  http://www.user- groups.com. He 
has been a user group ac tiv ist and sup -
porter  since 1984.               

Lud dites in
Con gress
Ac cord ing to a re cent ar ti cle in Time
maga zine, the Sen ate tra di tion does not
yet acknowledge the 21st cen tury. 

Sena tor Mike Enzi (R., Wyo) learned
this sad fact when his re quest to bring a
com puter to the floor for no tetak ing was 
soundly re  jected by the Rules
Com mit tee.

“We didn’t start out with lap tops,” ob -
served chair man John War ner (R., Va.),
“and I don’t think we’ll see the day.”

Edi tor’s Note: I’m not sure I un der stand 
what they started out with.  

This is for Rich ard
Katz. If you see him,
please make sure he 

gets it!
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Up grade? Maybe Not... 
By Steve Bass, PIBMUG 

Pop quiz: What’s “Now! With
Basil!” on Ham burger Help er’s
box really say ing? It means the

pro duct’s manu fac turer must have used 
the word “new” at least six months
ago. The FTC stopped com pa nies from 
us ing “new” to de scribe eve ry thing
from a dif fer ent color on the box to a
de crease in the pro duct’s weight. So
the mar ket ing gen iuses found a work-
 around. The magic word is “now!” 

Okay, I have an idea. I want the FTC
to look at soft ware up grades. 

Zowie, its Big, Big Busi ness 

It’s ob vi ous soft ware up grades are an
es sen tial in gre di ent for com pa nies to
sur vive. Look at Mi cro soft: a re cent
press re lease claims that there are “60 
mil lion Of fice ap pli ca tion us ers,” and
“more than 8 mil lion Of fice 97 li -
censes” have been sold to date. If
only half of them up graded, Un cle
Bill would be a rich guy. 

But up grad ing your ex ist ing soft ware
is not only big busi ness, it’s tricky
busi ness. Up grad ing to Of fice 97 is a
prime ex am ple. 

I use Win Word for al most all my
writ ing (and no, that’s not an en dorse -
ment). There are things I like about
the new ver sion: The Binder’s a
handy tool, man ag ing many Of fice
docu ments. I like the Docu ment Map
for navi gat ing through long files. 

The other nice fea ture is the gram mar
checker. While it’s not per fect, it’s
solid enough to catch mis takes I’d
usu ally miss. Enough so that my col -
umns are just a lit tle sharper. Or at
least don’t have too many dumb mis -
takes. For ex am ple, the checker
no tices when I use “it’s” in stead of
“its,” and “you’re” when I should use
“your.” (The checker still needs hu -
man in ter  ven t ion.  I t  f lagged
“gram mar checker” as a subject- verb
agree ment er ror. It’s not.) 

The prob lem with up grad ing, though,
is not al ways so ob vi ous. Be sides the

cost of the up grade, there are seem -
ingly doz ens of things that chip away
at your day’s pro duc tiv ity. And it
some times only be comes ap par ent af -
ter  the com pa ny’s main te nance
up grade (in Mi cro soft’s case, the
Serv ice Pack) is re leased.

Take My File. Please...

One of my Of fice 97 strug gles — and 
it’s a big one — is send ing Win Word
files to col leagues us ing Word 6.0/95. 
With out the de tails (it’ll be tack led at
the meet ing), ei ther the per son needs
soft ware to trans late my file. Or I
have to save the docu ment as a Rich
Text For mat (RTF) file. The bot tom
line is there’s ex tra work — key -
strokes — for some one. I’m also very 
dis pleased that many of my hard
earned mac ros no longer work ing. I
have one that does unique word
counts, an other to strip hard car riage
re turns from a docu ment, and one to
im port data into a docu ment and
quickly for mat the page. 

Here’s some thing in ter est ing: Mi cro -
soft’s re cent press re lease goes on to
say they’re “re spond ing to cus tomer
feed back about mi gra tion chal lenges . 
. . hard at work on a re lease that will
ad dress those needs.”

They go on with their spin, ex plain ing 
how “pro vid ing so lu tions to help cus -
tom ers move to Of fice 97 is our No. 1 
pri or ity,” and that they’re “now hear -
ing feed back from them about
mi gra tion chal lenges.” Just now? I
guess Of fice 97 us ers ha ven’t been
yell ing loud enough. But don’t fret.
Mi cro soft’s still un re leased Serv ice
Re lease “will ad dress mi gra tion chal -
lenges such as back ward file
com pati bil ity and co ex is tence with
pre vi ous ver sions.” In the mean time,
kindly stop by Mi cro soft’s Mi gra tion
Web site, a spot with “im por tant re -
sources for mi grat ing to Of fice 97.”
(www.mi cro soft.com/of fice/mi gra tion/)

My sense is that eve ry thing in the
Serv ice Pack should have been in the
up grade. Which is a very good rea son 
for you to wait be fore up grad ing. 

By the way, any one have the number
for the FTC? §

Steve Bass is a con trib ut ing edi tor with PC
World and presi dent of the Pasa dena IBM
Us ers Group. He’s cur rently work ing on a
pro gram that re lates phre nol ogy to com puter
speed. It’s been a bumpy road.

Edi tor’s Note: The Serv ice Re lease 1 for Of -
fice 97 is now avail able at www.mi cro -
soft.com. For a small ship ping fee, you can
also or der it on CD if you don’t wish to
down load on line, as it is of con sid er able size.

User Group
Spe cials 

From the Deals Guy, Bob Click,
Greater Orlando Computer UG

How about a Computer Bug!

No, not the kind of bug you are all
familiar with. This is a bug you stick
on the side of your computer or
monitor and it appears to have burst
out from inside. The special adhesive
won't leave a mark and you can even 
reposition him?/her? (or it; if you
prefer)

A CD-ROM is shrink- wrapped to the
top of a lab beaker con tainer. The CD
has over 20 screen- savers, ani ma tions,
and wall pa pers that al low you to see
in side your moni tor where the Com -
puter Bug lives. You'll find his goofy
an tics en ter tain ing as he eats com puter 
chips, knocks on your screen, talks to
you, and schemes to eat your mouse.
He even plays rac quet ball against the
glass. Also fun birth day and holi day
screen sav ers. Oh yes, the lab beaker
dou bles as a piggy- bank. My piggy-
 bank is bro ken al ready; and so am I.

This is a new Company and I didn't
get much of a deal, but I thought the
item was cute and a good gift. Street
price is $14.95 and the special price is
$12.95 by calling 1-888- FUNBUG8.
Requires Windows 95 Pentium-based
computer.  I 've seen a couple of
favorable reviews on this item.
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Presi dent’s Col umn
By Gary Shur man

Here it is the Holi day sea son
again.  With the mul ti tude of
un der $1,000.00 PCs that will

be avail able this year, sales should
soar.  This would be a great time for
you to tell some one who is pur chas ing
a new PC about our club.  How about
giv ing some one a gift mem ber ship in
NOPC?

The fo cus of our club has changed
from what it was back in 1981.  PCs
were new and ex pen sive.  Just to add
64KB of mem ory was a ma jor ex pen -
di ture.   The early years were filled
with “Group Pur chases” to save sub -
stan tial money on mem ory chips (yes,
mem ory came in sin gle chips – nine to 
a row) and floppy disk ettes.  We also
had a sub stan tial col lec tion of “Free -
ware and Share ware” soft ware in a
li brary the was con stantly be ing du pli -
cated and brought to every meet ing
(Wal ter Kil leen was our last soft ware
li brar ian).   This was all be fore the big 
mail or der com pa nies, of fice sup ply
stores and com puter sup per stores ex -
is ted.   The “free ware” and
“share ware” soft ware is avail able for
our BBS and all over the Inter net.
Yes, we still have a BBS.  Lanny
Gold finch, our SYSOP for many
years, has kept it up and run ning and
hope fully will con tinue to do so for as
long as you keep us ing it.

In the be gin ning, the speak ers at our
meet ings were club mem bers or the
club of fi cers who would put on in for -
mal pres en ta tions.  Even tu ally we
were large enough to at tract speak ers
form the hard ware and soft ware com -
pa nies who were ea ger to reach
com puter us ers.  Now many of the
hard ware and soft ware com pa nies no
longer send speak ers.  Also, since
some com pa nies have so many prod -
ucts, but will only send a speaker once 
a year, we are not al ways able to get
some one to speak on the lat est and
great est prod ucts.  David Freed man
has done a fan tas tic job for many
years mak ing sure that we have a
speaker for every monthly meet ing.

Mem ber ship rolls were non- existent
for NOPC’s first few years.  I wrote

the first mem ber ship pro gram in dBase 
III.  Rick De mers en hanced and re -
fined the pro gram us ing Clip per.  This 
old Clip per pro gram served us for
many years.  Wal ter Kil leen re wrote
Rick’s pro gram and added a mul ti tude
of fea tures.  By the way, the origi nal
mem ber ship num bers were as signed
by load ing about 70 mem bers into the
da ta base as we found out who the
were, and us ing the rec ord number as
their mem ber ship number.  We also
used to have eve ry one in the club with 
a dues ex pi ra tion date of De cem ber
31st.  Those mem bers join ing dur ing
the year had their dues pro rated.

The treas ury was kept in a lit tle metal
box and the book keep ing was pretty
sim ple.  This year our Treas urer, Paul
d’Anna, used Quicken to keep our
books and had a fi nan cial state ment
for the board every month.  Paul also
made good use of our Visa/Mas ter
Card ter mi nal to keep up with your
charges.  I know that some of you
were frus trated by not get ting your
mem ber ship proc essed or a charge
cred ited and for that we all apolo gize
to you.  There are sev eral vol un teers
who play some part in the pro cess.
First the mem ber ship/re newal forms
must ei ther get e- mailed or picked up
from our Post Of fice Box.  Then they
have to be proc essed by both the
Treas urer and the Mem ber ship Chair -
man.  Since we re ceived very few
com plaints this year I know that Wal -
ter Kil leen, Paul d’Anna and Lanny
Gold finch did one heck of a good job

proc ess ing the hun dreds of trans ac -
tions that went with out a hitch.

The news let ter started out mainly to
an nounce the meet ings.  Then along
came Carole Rike.  Carole has been
do ing the MotherBoard every month
since at least Oc to ber of 1987 (that’s
the ear li est is sue that I have).  We all
know how popu lar the MotheroBard
is.  At those times that we have moved 
the meet ing lo ca tions and mem bers
couldn’t find us, I got fewer calls than
when some one misses their Moth er -
Board.  Carole does al most eve ry thing 
that it takes to get the Moth er Board
out to you each month — com po si tion, 
lay out, pro duc tion, print ing, col lat ing,
fold ing, la bel ing, sort ing, pre par ing
Post Of fice forms and drag ging eve ry -
thing to the main Post  Of f ice
down town.  As if the Moth er Board
wasn’t enough, Carole was NOPC’s
Sec re tary this year. 

The auc tion was some thing that just
seemed to start when we were meet ing 
at St. Rita School, up town.  I did the
origi nal auc tions un til Ed Jatho (Past
Presi dent, Vice Presi dent and a bunch
of other of fices) found his true niche
at the meet ings.  Ed’s auc tions just
keep get ting bet ter.  Be sides eve ry one
hav ing fun with Ed, he puts money in
our Treas ury.  And speak ing of put ting 
money in the Treas ury, Char lie “Zeke” 
Zim mer man is our pro.  From sell ing
soft drinks and stuff at the meet ings to 
the half and half raf fles Zeke al ways
finds a way to help out a raise a few
more dol lars for us. Zeke is also our
Hot Dog and Chili chef.  Af ter his
great per form ance at the June Flea
Mar ket, he will do a re peat per form -
ance at the De cem ber party. While I’m 
talk ing about Vol un teers, Rick De mers 
is al ways eve ry where help ing out.
Then there is Tom Horn.  He has been 
the guy set ting up and tak ing down the 
meet ing room.  Now he’s gone and
won the Treas ur er’s job in the last
elec tion. I think we need a new vol un -
teer to do the meet ing room.

Our new guy on the block, Manny
Den nis — Web mas ter, is do ing magic
with our Web Site.  If you ha ven’t
pointed your browser there in a while,
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WAD SIG

Up com ing WAD SIG top ics that may
in ter est de vel op ers:

Home Auto ma tion
George Rae
De cem ber 2, 1997
New Ho ri zons Train ing Cen ter

Pro gram ming Dis cus sion Un known,
De cem ber 18, 1997
New Ho ri zons Train ing Center

All meet ings be gin at 6:30 with the
speaker go ing on at 7:00. New Ho ri -
zons is lo cated on the N. I-10 Serv ice
Rd. In the Fav rot and Shane Build ing, 
Suite 117.

do so.  Manny has added a ton of
new con tent.  Just go down the
choices on the left hand side of the
screen and ex plore.  You will even
find the first copy of the Moth er -
Board on the Web as well as all of
the “Old Ram bler” col umns.

With Per sonal Com put ing chang ing
so rap idly NOPC will have to make
more changes in 1998 and be yond
to keep up.  It this point we know
for sure that 1998 will bring us
Win dows 98, Win dows NT 5.0, Hy -
dra (dumb ter mi nals and NCs un der
Win dows NT), even lower cost
com put ers.  We still need more of
you to vol un teer to help.  Just go up 
to one of our work ers and ask if you 
can help them with some thing.

Presi dent’s Message
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One Mem ber’s Opin ion

The changes to the club’s Char ter and By- laws voted in at the last gen eral meet ing
were ill ad vised, in this mem ber’s opin ion.  I tried to state that opin ion be fore the
vote was taken, but was de nied that right.

Changes were in deed needed to elimi nate dis crep an cies in the docu ments.  How ever,
the ones pro posed fell short of that goal and did so in a man ner which bloats the
Board of Di rec tors to 25 mem bers, only 10 of whom are elected by the gen eral
mem ber ship.

A bet ter set of pro pos als will be pre sented for your vote this month.  They fix the
Board of Di rec tors at 7 mem bers, all elected by the gen eral mem ber ship.  They also
re solve the con flicts re gard ing terms of of fice.

I en cour age you to vote in fa vor of these pro pos als at the up com ing meet ing.  They
will stream line the Board and make it more rep re sen ta tive of the gen eral mem ber -
ship.  The ex act pro pos als ap pear else where in this is sue.

John Sou ves tre 

The fol low ing are pro posed am mend ments to the Char ter of the
NEW ORLEANS PERSONAL COMPUTER CLUB, INC.

ARTICLE 6

Old:
Sec tion 2.  The term of of fice for all of fi cers is one year, com menc ing Janu ary 1.

New:
Sec tion 2.  The term of of fice for all of fi cers is one year, com menc ing De cem ber
1.

ARTICLE 7:

Old:
Sec t ion 1.   The Board of  Di rec tors  shal l  con sis t  of  the fol  low ing
in di vidu als:
a.  All of fi cers of the NOPC Club,
b.  Chair men of the Spe cial In ter est Groups as de fined in the NOPC Club By laws,
c.  Other per sons as des ig nated by the Board of  Di rec tors.

New:
Sec tion 1.  The Board of Di rec tors shall con sist of the fol low ing:
a.  All of fi cers of the NOPC Club,
d.  Three (3) “at large” elected from the club’s mem ber ship.

ARTICLE 7:

Old:
     (blank)

New:
Sec tion 3.  The term of of fice for the Board of Di rec tors is one year, com menc ing 
De cem ber 1.

Christmas on 
the Web
Santa Land
Some will re mem ber when Christ mas 
was more than elec tronic games. Jeff
Guide hopes to rec re ate those days
on the web, with all sorts of holi day
con tent. San ta Land sports cook ing
tips, reci pes for scores of holi day
items, plant care tips for in door holi -
day plants, holi day cut flower tips,
and in for ma tion on holi day shows on 
tele vi sion or in the thea tres. There
will be a spe cial Holi day events area
just for kids with mu sic, games, tra -
di tions,     books and more. This
year, Santa will be tak ing mes sages
on line in the Santa Land Mes sage
Base and on Christ mas Eve will be
track ing San ta’s sleigh as  he leaves
the North Pole on his trek to the
USA and Can ada. Http://www.san ta -
land. com/ jguide@pw- online.com

Here comes Santa
Of course each year doz ens of Santa
sites pop up, and this year, a great
place for surf ers with young kids
who are start  ing to get ex cited
aboutChrist mas. Http://www.claus.
com/

The Holi day Bulge 
Visit the Holi day Cook ing Club fo -
rum for Christ mas and other holi day
reci pes  and re quests. Watch your
girth ex pand as you mar vel over eve -
ry thing The Kitchen Link has to of -
fer, in clud ing more than 7,000 food
and cook ing Web sites. It’s been
cal led “The Ya hoo of  Food.”
Http://www. kitchen link.com/ 

Holi day Lec tures launched
How ard Hughes Medi cal In sti tute has 
an nounced their Holi day Lec tures on
Sci ence. “Senses and Sen si tiv ity:
Neu ronal Al li ances for Sight and
Sound” to be pre sented live on De -
cem ber 8-9, 1997. These lec tures will 
be con ducted free, on line, by Dr. A.
James Hud speth of The Rocke fel ler
Uni ver sity and Dr. Jer emy H. Na -
thans of The Johns Hop kins Uni ver -
sity. They can be viewed free of
charge, live via sat el lite any where in
the United States or Can ada, or from
any where in the world via Web cast
on the HHMI Holi day Lec tures on
Sci ence Web site at http://www.
hhmi.org/lec tures. For more in for ma -
tion, call 800- 219- 7874, or send an
e- mail to granthl@hhmi.org.    



December, 1997 -  9 - The MotherBoard

The fol low ing are pro posed am mend ments to the
By laws of the NEW ORLEANS PERSONAL COMPUTER
CLUB, INC.

ARTICLE III, Sec tion 3, b

Old:
3.  Man age the ac tivi ties of the Spe cial In ter est Groups to in clude
moni tor ing their status within the NOPC Club. (See Ar ti cle 5.)

New:
(blank)

ARTICLE IV

Old:
Sec tion 5.  Board of Di rec tors shall con sist of 7 mem bers, said Di rec -
tors be ing mem bers in good stand ing of NOPC Club                 and
elected by by gen eral mem ber ship at the an nual elec tion.

New:
(blank)

ARTICLE IV

Old:
Sec tion 6.  The out go ing Presi dent of NOPC Club shall be an ex-
 officio mem ber of the Board of Di rec tors for the twelve month pe riod 
fol low ing his suc ces sion.

New:
(blank)

ARTICLE VI.

Old:
DIRECTORS

Sec tion 1.  Sub ject to con fir ma tion by the Board of Di rec tors, the
Presi dent shall ap point the fol low ing to the Board of  Di rec tors:
                 a.  News let ter Edi tor
                 b.  Mem ber ship Sec re tary
                 c.  Soft ware Li brar ian
                 d.  Group Pur chases Co or di na tor
                 e.  RBBS Sys tem Op era tor
                 f.  Edu ca tional Co or di na tor
                 g.  Pro gram Co or di na tor
                 h.  Pub lic Re la tions Co or di na tor
Sec tion 2.  The Presi dent may ap point ad di tional di rec tors for par ticu -
lar tasks sub ject to the ap proval of the Board of Di rec tors.

Sec tion 3.  Ap pointed di rec tors serve at the pleas ure of the Board of
Di rec tors.

Sec tion 4.  Du ties and re spon si bili ties of the di rec tors shall be de fined 
by the Board of Di rec tors.

New:
(blank)

Ba sic Phys ics For
The Holi days

(Thanks to Gerri McCann)

As we all know, it takes 1 calo rie to heat 1 gram
of wa ter 1 de gree cen ti grade. Trans lated into
mean ing ful terms, this means that if you eat a
very cold des sert (gen er ally con sist ing of wa ter
in large part), the natu ral pro cesses which raise
the con sumed des sert to body tem pera ture dur ing 
the di ges tive cy cle lit er ally sucks the calo ries out
of the only avail able source, your body fat.

For ex am ple, a des sert served and eaten at near 0 
de grees C (32.2 deg.F) will in a short time be
raised to the nor mal body tem pera ture of 37 de -
grees C (98.6 deg. F). For each gram of des sert
eaten, that pro cess takes ap proxi mately 37 calo -
ries as stated above. The av er age des sert por tion
is 6 oz, or 168 grams. There fore, by op era tion of
ther  mo dy namic  law,  6 ,216 calo  r ies  (1
cal./gm/deg. x 37 deg. x 168 gms) are ex tracted
from body fat as the des sert’s tem pera ture is nor -
mal ized.

Al low ing for the 1,200 la tent calo ries in the des -
sert, the net calo rie loss is ap proxi mately 5,000
calo ries.

Ob vi ously, the more cold des sert you eat, the bet -
ter off you are and the faster you will lose
weight, if that is your goal.

This pro cess works equally well when drink ing
very cold beer in frosted glasses. Each ounce of
beer con tains 16 la tent calo ries, but ex tracts
1,036 calo ries (6,216 cal. per 6 oz. por tion) in
the tem pera ture nor mal iz ing pro cess. Thus the
net calo rie loss per ounce of beer is 1,020 calo -
ries.

It doesn’t take a rocket sci en tist to cal cu late that
12,240 calo ries (12 oz.  x 1,020 cal./oz.) are ex -
tracted from the body in the pro cess of drink ing a 
can of beer.

Fro zen des serts, e.g., ice cream, are even more
bene fi cial, since it takes 83 cal./gm to melt them
(i.e., raise them to 0 deg. C) and an ad di tional 37 
cal./gm to fur ther raise them to body tem pera -
ture. The re sults here are really re mark able, and
it beats run ning hands down.

Un for tu nately, for those who eat pizza as an ex -
cuse to drink beer, pizza (loaded with la tent calo -
ries and served above body tem pera ture) in duces
an op po site ef fect. But, thank fully, as the as tute
reader should have al ready rea soned, the ob vi ous
so lu tion is to drink a lot of beer with pizza and
fol low up im me di ately with large bowls of ice
cream.

We should all be thin very soon if we ad here re -
lig iously to this pizza, beer, and ice cream diet.

Happy eat ing.
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Falling in love again . . . 
Carole Rike

For those of us whose work with 
com put ers is an in te gral part of 
our live li hood, when was the

last time you be came really ex cited
about a prod uct that you use every
day? Did Win dows 95 ex cite you? Or
was it per haps — as for me — over -
cast with con cerns about con flicts,
bugs, if it would really do what it was
touted to do, and the hefty cost of con -
ver sion of vir tu ally all one’s pro grams
. . . . an other up grade cy cle, which
brings its own in her ent prob lems. Does 
your heart race a lit tle faster with each 
new ver sion of  Mi cro soft Of fice? Are 
you barely able to con tain your self un -
til you get your hands on the lat est
Quicken up grade?  Does Lo tus 123’s
new est ver sion make you feel pow er -
ful? 

For that mat ter, does your com puter
still ex cite you or  is it just an other de -
pend ent not nec es sar ily de ducti ble on
your tax re turn of life?

Don’t you some times feel that up grade 
has be come a way of life? That it is
never- ending? That each in cre mental
ad vance in tech nol ogy gar ners only a
lit tle more power, at ad di tional cost,
complete with a new set of bugs? 

As long as I have served as Edi tor of
this pub li ca tion, I have yet to write a
prod uct re view — only oc ca sional edi -
to rial col umns. This will not be a
re view in the nor mal sense, but is
about a prod uct I’ve learned to love:
Ven tura Pub lisher 7. All things do
come to those who wait!

I have a long his tory with Ven tura. I
be gan us ing Ver sion 1.0 when it was
owned by Xerox and had a GEM in -
ter face.  It was then spun off into a
sepa rate di vi sion, Ven tura Soft ware, 
and lan guished there for sev eral years,
with a repu ta tion for a mean learn ing
curve. Due to tardy and flaky up dates,
it was eas ily eclipsed by Page Maker
from Adobe and the per pet ual fa vor ite
of Mac us ers, QuarkEx press. The Win -
dows 3.0 ver sion was in tro duced in
1989, but was prob lem atic. Fi nally ac -
quired by Corel Cor po ra tion in 1994,

its in tro duc tion was as a part of the
bun dled Corel Draw soft ware. Next it
was sent out on its own  as an en tirely
sepa rate prod uct. Ven tura skipped 6.0
en tirely (af ter a lengthy beta pe riod) in 
or der to syn chro nize with Ver sion 7 of 
the other Corel ap pli ca tions.

Ven tura 7.0 is fi nally a full and ro bust
32- bit application, fully ca pa ble of tak -
ing on its com peti tors. It is pos si ble to
like Ven tura 7.0, rather than con tinue
to use it be cause you dis like its al ter -
na tives. Mode less op era tion makes it
easy to se lect frames, text, ta bles and
graph ics with out hav ing to change
tools. The in ter face has changed
extensively with each up grade, until
this ver sion is the most fea ture laden
and easy to use yet. Vir tu ally every
part of the soft ware can be con fig ured
to one’s per sonal pref er ences.

I was told at Spring Com dex in At -
lanta that the com pany spent $11
mil lion on the re write of Ver sion 7.0.
Sadly, the thrust of Corel’s mar ket ing
ef forts are de voted to Word Per fect and 
Corel Draw, its flag ship prod ucts. (It’s
stock is also down from $12 where I
bought  i t  to  $2.50,  las t  t ime I
checked.) On the Corel web site, find -
ing Ven tura is a chal lenge. Their
com pany maga zine usu ally fea tures a
new re lease and then for gets it. I know 
a Ver sion 8 is in the works be cause
Os borne has an nounced a new text -
book in the Spring of 98, but I’ll be
darned if I can find any thing in the
Corel lit era ture about the new release.
Is Ven tura an $11 mil lion step child? 

I own a desk top pub lish ing and print -
ing com pany and in that ca pac ity of ten 
work with Mac de sign ers or ad ver tis -
ing agen cies who are still to tally
wed ded to Macs or serv ice bu reaus
who ca ter al most ex clu sively to Macs.
Ven tura not ever hav ing been a Mac
ap pli ca tion is a defi nite draw back. 

The “pro fes  s ional” re ac t ion i s
invariably you do desk top pub lish ing
on a PC????  Dare if you will to con -
fess that you use Ven tura.  Your image 
will drop dra mati cally.  

Due to com pat abil ity needs with cli -
ents, I also own and use Page Maker,
Fra me maker and Quark Xpress. I keep 
low- end DTP pro grams like Mi cro soft
Pub lisher around be cause I do have
cli ents who think that is the snazzy
way to pro duce news let ters or ads, but
I don’t use it for my own com po si -
tions. I re cently executed a rather large 
and com plex lay out job in Quark be -
cause it was go ing to a Mac serv ice
bu reau to be run it on a digi tal press
— not be cause it did a bet ter job with
my lay out.

Page Maker is a fine desk top pub lish -
ing pro gram. It has caught up with
Ven tura in the area of style sheets but
lacks the ele gant feel of Ven tura 7. Its
Import- Export op tions are su pe rior to
Quark, but its strong af filia tion with
Adobe Post script has at times made
prob lems for me, as I use a Laser Mas -
ter 1800 dpi printer for much of my
fi nal out put, and it is a Post script
simu la tor. Ven tura uses the Win dows
Post script driver; it is not nec es sary to
in stall a printer driver for each printer,
as both Quark and Page Maker re quire.

What makes or breaks any pro gram for 
me is its Import- Export fil ters and
none of  the pro grams are 100% in this 
area. Corel has is sued up dates on those 
in Ver sion 7.  Quark is the worst. As I 
write this. a new ver sion of Quark is
be ing re leased and will con tain up -
dated fil ters. If un able to bring a Word 
97 file into Quark, then it is of ten nec -
es sary to do all sorts of con ver sions
and sav ing in vari ous for mats in or der
to use a file.  If you can’t read a cur -
rent Adobe Il lus tra tor file, you’re back 

Has ever a piece of soft ware been so
ill- treated by its vari ous own ers?
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to ex port ing and sav ing in dif fer ent
for mats; I have used as many as five
dif fer ent graph ics pro grams to ar rive
at a us able graph ics for mat to im port
into a desk top pub lish ing ap pli ca tion.
Un for tu nately, a TIFF or an EPS file
in Pho toShop 4.0 is not the same as a
TIFF or EPS file in Corel Pho to Paint
– or the DTP pro grams don’t seem to
think so!

In the real world, one does what
works.  If it works to paste  up hard -
copy for a news let ter or stand on
one’s head on Tuesday, that’s what
we do. If it works to use soft ware not
con sid ered “pro fes sional,” we do that
as well.  Take a class in desk top de -
sign and you’ll learn about white
space and ty pog ra phy and per haps the 
use of color. But nowhere do they dis -
cuss the nifty gritty of try ing to get
work out with pro grams that do not
in ter act well with one an other and
even one’s hard ware!

But I came here to tell you about
Ven tura 7.0.

What Comes In The Box
• Corel Ven tura 7.0

Page composition and layout
software

• Corel Photo- Paint 6 
Paint and photo- editing tools with
more than sev enty fil ters and the
abil ity to share PhotoShop plug ins.

• Corel DEPTH
3-D pro gram for text and graph ics.

• Corel Cap ture
Al lows us ers to iso late and save
im ages from the ap pli ca tion
win dow for use in other
docu ments.

• Corel Da ta Base Pub lisher
Trans form a data base into a
visu ally ap peal ing cata log, re port
or Web docu ment.

• Vis ual DTD edi tor
The graphi cal in ter face al lows for
computer- aided de sign and vis ual
in spec tion and ed it ing of DTDs.

• In con text Edi tor
Auto matic tag ging and veri fi ca tion 
fea tures

• SGML Im port Wiz ards

• Corel SCRIPT Editor
An OLE 2.0 enabled scripting
application allowing you to
automate complex and repetitive
tasks. The sam ple scripts pro vided
with Ven tura can be used as is or
modi fied. Scripts can be launched
from a menu or from a but ton on
the tool bar.

• Corel CD Crea tor 2
Makes it easy to store and
dis trib ute docu ments on CD-ROM
in a va ri ety of for mats.

• Corel Ver sions
Fa cili tates file man age ment by
pro vid ing greater con trol over the
ar chiv ing.

• Corel Mul ti Me dia Man ager
Mul ti me dia files can be or gan ized
and man aged on the desk top with
this vis ual file man age ment util ity. 
Graph ics files are dis played as
thumb nail im ages.

• En voy 7
A port able docu ment tech nol ogy
that al lows us ers to pub lish files to 
an elec tronic for mat in de pend ent
of the pro gram that cre ated the file

• ATM 4.0 lite used to in stall Type 1 
(Post script fonts)

• 1,000 fonts and 20,000 cli part
im ages

• Twain-0compliant scan ner sup port

• Color Man ager Wiz ard

• SGML Im port Wiz ard and
Utili ties. 

Sur prise: bet ter have a big  hard disk
with about 90MB free for a mini mum
in stal la tion.

The Navigataor

A day at the desk top per form ing desk -
top pub lish ing of ten in cludes scroll ing 
around to view graph ics, pages of
text, or gan iz ing a ta ble of con tents
and vari ous other du ties in volved in

pub li ca tion man age ment. The Navi ga -
tor  is  a  new tool  with bui l t -  in
con trols. It of fers many of the fea -
tures found in File Man ager or
Ex plorer, dis play ing con tents of any
open pub li ca tion in a multi- level tree
struc ture. The user can ex pand and
com press the tree struc ture with a
double- click on the icon.

You can also ac cess a full range of
func tions by right- clicking. Navi ga tor 
has built- in context- sensitivity that
pro vides a dif fer ent set of menu com -
mands, de pend ing on the op tion
se lected. As an ex am ple, by choos ing
Pub li ca tion Man ager, you have ac cess 
to all the com mands re lat ing to your
pub li ca tion. You are able to re ar range 
chap ters, edit text, ap ply a style sheet, 
change ac cess rights, etc. 

The In spec tor

Ever feel your tool bars are tak ing up
all your desk top real es tate? Ven tura
has a new fea ture, In spec tor, to res cue 
you from too- many- toolbars. It is a
mul ti fac eted, in tui tive tool bar pro vid -
ing you with the in for ma tion and
tools you need as you switch from
task to task. You are also able to fully 
cus tom ize the In spec tor.
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The Ven tura Li brary

The Ven tura Li brary is just like the
one in your neigh bor hood: you can use 
it to ac cess and bor row any of the
com po nents of any docu ment you or
any one else has ever cre ated. 

These can be graph ics, tags or mas ter
pages. Just drag the ele ment and drop
it into your open pub li ca tion!

Ver sion Con trol

No mat ter how many ver sions or types 
of files you need to ar chive, Corel
Ver sions will as sist you in that task.
You may ar chive up to fif teen ver sions 
of a text file and four of a graph ics
file. Those ver sions can be an no tated
for later ref er ence. 

Ty po graphic Con trol

Ven tura has al ways been su pe rior, in
my ex pe ri ence, in its text con trol. It al -
lows you to cus tom ize your docu ment
down to the nth de gree.  And lit tle
things still mean a lot: how nice to be
able to high light text, change the track -
ing and view it on screen with the
ap pli ca tion win dow still open. If you
still feel it needs a lit tle tweak ing, you
don’t have to call up that text- tracking
win dow again! You can even keep it
open and go com pletely through a
docu ment. And new to Ven tura 7 is
Char ac ter Tags, as well as Frame and
Para graph Tags.

Mas ter Pages

A ma jor im prove ment in Corel 7 is the 
in tro duc tion of Mas ter Pages. Head ers
and foot ers and page lay out are de -
fined on the Mas ter Page and then
ap plied to any given page (or all) in
your docu ment. Due to this fea ture,
one can now have a land scape page 6,
a por trait page 7 and 8, and 8 col umns
on page 9 in the same docu ment!
Imag ine you have com pleted a 50 page 
docu ment with ½ inch mar gins all
around and at the last minute the specs 
are changed to a 1” mar gins. Ven tura
will han dle that as sim ply as al ter ing
the Mas ter Page, as changes are im me -
di  ately re f lected in the en t i re
pub li ca tion. Each Mas ter Page has a

right and a left side, so you are able to
fully con trol your de sign and lay out.

File Management

Pre vi ous ver sions of Ven tura were
great be cause one could even use it for 
file con ver sion on the fly; you could
take a Word file into Ven tura and then 
save it as a Word Per fect file. You
could tag and edit on screen to your
heart’s con tent and then at a later date
give the file to a sec re tary to make text 
changes, as one’s origi nal file was still 
there. (Not true in Page Maker or
Quark) With Ver sion 7 comes the ad -
vent of Ex ter nal and In ter nal files. One 
is able to choose if the file is be ing
em bed ded into the pub li ca tion, and
will then only be ac ces si ble via Ven -
tura. Files can also be ex ported to a
sepa rate text file, which can then be
loaded into a word proc ess ing pro -
gram. The file, af ter modi fi ca tions, can 
then be im ported into Ven tura.  This
same fea ture al lows one to re move
Ven tura codes from a text file for use
in other text edi tors. 

An ex ter nal file re mains in the origi nal 
lo ca tion, can be ac cessed through Win -
dows Ex plorer, File Man ager and other 
pro grams. If an ex ter nal file is changed 
in an other pro gram, that file will
change within Ven tura. Take your
pick. Be cause graph ics files tend to be
large in na ture,  Ven tura will

auto mati cally prompt to ask if you
wish this file to re main ex ter nal. 

Web Ti es

Want to pub lish your ap pli ca tion for
the world? Ven tura 7 will out put to
HTML, Adobe Ac ro bat and Corel
Envoy, and Corel Ba rista, a Java-
 based tech nol ogy that main tains the
origi nal look and for mat ting of the
docu ment when it is pub lished to the
web. 

Work group Publishing

Files can be pass word pro tected, as
well as style sheets and chap ters.
Docu ments can be made read- only.
Ven tura al lows you to track ac cess to
files and do ver sion com pari sons.

Tables

A new ta ble edi tor works like a
charm. Spread sheet func tions can be
added to cells, sorted rows and col -
umns and an Ex cel file will im port
with no prob lems. Even the ta bles
done in Mi cro soft Word come through 
like cham pi ons.

Equa tions

This has al ways been a strong fea ture
of Ven tura which was vi tal to me, as I 
con tinue to do the lay out for my

Corel Ven tura 7.0 (con tin ued)
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hus band’s pe tro leum train ing or gani -
za tion. Ver sions prior to Corel’s
pur chase of Ven tura of fered var ied
meth ods to en ter equa tions ei ther in
Ven tura di rectly or in a word proc ess -
ing pro gram. With Corel’s first
re lease, the equa tion edi tor was re -
writ ten. It was ac cept able, but when
Ver sion 5 came along, it was re writ ten 
again to use Win dows’ OLE func -
tions. It was sup posed to be the case
that equa tions would mi grate from old 
ver sions, but they didn’t. If one had
large equa tion files — and I did — it
was nec es sary to re in put the equa tions 
to mod ify them in Ver sion 5. One
hates to do them the first time, not to
men tion again. The equa tion edi tor in
Ver sion 5 was over all an un miti gated
dis as ter.

I haunted every Corel pres en ta tion for 
at least two years cry ing about this
and was fi nally as sured that Ver sion 7 
would ac cept all pre vi ous ver sions of
equa tions. Guess what?  It does. In the 
mean time, I won der if soft ware com -
pa nies  l ike Corel  have any
ap pre cia tion of how much lost time is
in volved in such user prob lems.

That’s why I call it love . . . again.
Only a woman in love could live with 
such a tem per men tal crea ture.  And
then one day, a life change takes place 
and Ven tura really is the lov ing com -
pan ion one has al ways wanted. Let’s
hope no more ma jor life changes al ter
that!

Pricing

You are en ti tled to pur chase the up -
grade ver sion of Corel VENTURA™ 7
if you own any of the fol low ing soft -
ware prod ucts:

Any ver sion of Corel VENTURA 
Any ver sion of QuarkX Press™, 
Adobe Fra me Maker™ 
Adobe Page Maker™ 
Any ver sion of Corel® Word Per fect® 
or Word Per fect

Prod uct U.S. Dol lars
Full CD- ROM

Ver sion
$ 895.00

Com peti tive
Up grade (CD-
 ROM Ver sion)

$ 249.00

It’s Of fi cial!

(Thanks to Gerri McCann)

REDMOND, Wash. - Oct. 21, 1997 — In di rect re sponse to ac cu sa tions made by
the De part ment of Jus tice, the Mi cro soft Corp. an nounced to day that it will be ac -
quir ing the fed eral gov ern ment of the United States of Amer ica for an un dis closed
sum.  “It’s ac tu ally a logi cal ex ten sion of our planned growth”, said Mi cro soft
chair man Bill Gates, “It really is go ing to be a posi tive ar range ment for eve ry one”.

Mi cro soft rep re sen ta tives held a brief ing in the oval of fice of the White House
with U.S. Presi dent Bill Clin ton, and as sured mem bers of the press that changes
will be “mini mal”. The United States will be man aged as a wholly owned di vi -
sion of Mi cro soft. An ini tial pub lic of fer ing is planned for July of next year, and
the fed eral gov ern ment is ex pected to be prof it able by “Q4 1999 at lat est”, ac -
cord ing to Mi cro soft presi dent Steve Ball mer.

In a re lated an nounce ment, Bill Clin ton stated that he had “will ingly and en thu si -
as ti cally” ac cepted a po si tion as a vice presi dent with Mi cro soft, and will
con tinue to man age the United States gov ern ment, re port ing di rectly to Bill
Gates. When asked how it felt to give up the man tle of ex ecu tive author ity to
Gates, Clin ton smiled and re ferred to it as “a relief”. He went on to say that
Gates has a “proven track rec ord”, and that U.S. citi zens should of fer Gates their
“full sup port and con fi dence”. Clin ton will re port edly be earn ing sev eral times the
$200,000 an nu ally he has earned as U.S. presi dent, in his new role at Mi cro soft.

Gates dis missed a sug ges tion that the U.S. Capi tol be moved to Red mond as
“silly”, though did say that he would make ex ecu tive de ci sions for the U.S. gov -
ern ment from his ex ist ing of fice at Mi cro soft head quar ters.

Gates went on to say that the House and Sen ate would “of course” be abol ished.
“Mi cro soft isn’t a de moc racy”, he ob served, “and look how well we’re do ing”.
When asked if the ru mored at ten dant ac qui si tion of Can ada was pro ceed ing,
Gates said, “We don’t deny that dis cus sions are tak ing place”.

Mi cro soft rep re sen ta tives closed the con fer ence by stat ing that United States citi -
zens will be able to ex pect lower taxes, in creases in gov ern ment serv ices and
dis counts on all Mi cro soft prod ucts.

About Mi cro soft

Founded in 1975, Mi cro soft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the world wide leader in
soft ware for per sonal com put ers, and demo cratic gov ern ment. The com pany of -
fers a wide range of prod ucts and serv ices for pub lic, busi ness and per sonal use,
each de signed with the mis sion of mak ing it eas ier and more en joy able for peo -
ple to take ad van tage of the full power of per sonal com put ing and free so ci ety
every day.

About the United States

Founded in 1789, the United States of Amer ica is the most suc cess ful na tion in
the his tory of the world, and has been a bea con of de moc racy and op por tu nity
for over 200 years. Head quar tered in Wash ing ton, D.C., the United States is a
wholly owned sub sidi ary of Mi cro soft Cor po ra tion.

“The United States of Amer ica” and “Mi cro soft” are reg is tered trade marks of
Mi cro soft Cor po ra tion.

Corel 7 (con tin ued)
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NOPC Membership Application
r New Mem ber r Re newal                 Mem ber ship No.:___________      Date:______________________
r No change
r Ad dress Cor rec tion

Please list your name as well as your membership number in order

for this form to be processed!

Name:                         First Name for Badge:

Name of Ad di tional House hold Mem ber:

Ad dress:

City, State, Zip: 

Home Phone: Age:                 

Busi ness Phone:        Ex ten sion:                              E- Mail Ad dress:

Oc cu pa tion:

Com pany:

I am interested in helping with the following Club Committees:

Dues:

r Regu lar Mem ber                            $ 40.00
r Fam ily Mem ber ship                             $ 60.00
r Stu dent Mem ber ship                            $ 20.00

Paid By:   r  Check __________________  r Cash r  Visa r  Mas ter Charge 

____________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____/  _____ Auth: _____

New Orleans Personal Computer Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 8364

Metairie, LA 70011

r Auc tion
r BBS
r Pub lic ity
r Mem ber ship

r SIG Groups
r News let ter
r Meet ing Fa cili ties
r Hos pi tal ity

r Web Site
r Other: ____________________

Ac count Num ber



P. O. Box 8364
Metairie, LA 70011

NEW ORLEANS PERSONAL COMPUTER CLUB 
WHY NOPC? 
Founded in 1981 and a Louisiana non-profit organization,
NOPC is composed of individual personal computer users who
help each other learn more about their personal computers and
its wide variety of applications. 

WHO SHOULD BE A NOPC MEM BER?
If you own, use, or are considering the purchase of a personal
computer, you will find the NOPC learning experience and the
opportunity to exchange information invaluable. 

WHAT ARE THE BENE FITS OF MEM BER SHIP? 
Monthly meetings highlight topics of current interest and the
latest developments in the micro-computer industry, focusing
on how new technology will affect you. Members discuss
common problems and participate in a beneficial exchange of
information. Meetings are preceded by informal discussion and
pointers  for new users and tech talk sessions. 

A monthly newsletter (The MotherBoard) contains helpful
hints, new product reviews, and miscellaneous articles of
interest written by our Club members or extracted from other
personal computer publications and newsletters. 

As a member of the American Association of PC User Groups
(APCUG) and the User Group Exchange, NOPC has access to a
large database of vendors and industry involvement.

Occasional Flea Markets provide a place to sell or trade those
extra bits of hardware and software you may have accumulated.

Vendor displays allow you to see what is available from our
local vendors, often at a discount to members.

Monthly, members bring software and hardware to the meeting
for the general auction. This may be the only place to find an old
DOS manual or other equipment no longer readily available at
retail outlets.

NOPC operates a general interest Bulletin Board 24-hours a day 
for members. The board has many shareware programs,
FidoNet, information about meetings and Special Interest
Groups. The Bulletin Board also serves as the NOPC message
center and provides Internet access. NOPC also maintains its
own website at http://www.nopc.org.

NOPC provides a forum for smaller groups with special
interests to meet in an informal setting. Several SIG groups
meet monthly.

WHERE AND WHEN: 
The Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month at J. D.
Meisler School, Cleary at 17th, off Veterans Highway. The
meeting begins at 6:30 P.M.

HOW TO JOIN:
Come to a meeting and fill out a Membership Form.  Elsewhere
in this newsletter is a current membership application.
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