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New Orleans
Personal
Computer
Club Inc.

Users Helping Users

Wednesday
November 5, 1997

6:30 - 9:00 pm
J. D. Meisler School

Cleary At 17th Street — Metairie

Guard on duty
Plenty of free parking

Bring a guest!
free parking

Soft drinks

Sandwiches

Monthly Meeting

Look for the Mi cro soft team to 
be fo cus ing on their Christ mas 

re leases, as well as the new
Inter net Ex plorer 4.0.

This is also Elec tion Night.

Come out for an in for ma tive
and so cial even ing with the

best of the lo cal PC
com mu nity.
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 Copy right 1997 by New Or leans Per sonal
Com puter Club (NOPC). All rights re served.
No part may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in
any form or by any means — me chani cal, elec -
tri cal, or oth er wise — in clud ing, but not lim ited 
to pho to copy ing, re cord ing, or in for ma tion stor -
age, re trieval — with out ex press writ ten per mis -
sion from NOPC. 

Ar ti cles may be re printed with out per mis sion by 
other User Groups, pro vided the ar ti cles are re -
printed un al tered and the pub li ca tion ac knowl -
edges the author and NOPC. 

Sub mis sions from mem bers and re prints from
other User Groups con tained in this pub li ca tion
do not nec es sar ily rep re sent the opin ion of the
Board of Di rec tors or the NOPC mem ber ship.
Ar ti cles are se lected for their in for ma tion value
and are not al ways veri fied in par ticu lars. We
in vite your re ply on any ar ti cles with which you 
are not in agree ment.

This news let ter is pub lished monthly for the
mem ber ship of NOPC. Un less oth er wise stated,
ar ti cles in this is sue are pre pared by NOPC
mem bers.

Post your con tri bu tions to the Club BBS, with a 
mes sage to alert me or mail (hard copy and
floppy) to:

Carole Rike, Editor
4702 Dryades Street

New Orleans, LA 70115
(504) 897-9673

Fax: (504) 897-0125
carole@word-catering.com

MotherBoard Classified Advertising Rates:
Half Page $25.00 Annual: $250
Full Page $50.00 Annual: $500

Business Card: 
1 month: $12 Annual: $60

Ads must be camera-ready
Make all checks payable to NOPC
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THE OLD RAM BLER
Don ald McCune 

NOTE:  Don ald McCune, an ac tive
helper with al most any thing hav ing to 
do with set ting up club meet ings and
car ry ing on proj ects of in ter est to
mem ber shas gra ciously agreed to fur -
nish the col umn this month.  Thanks
Don!

(Edi tor’s Note: Sorry, I don’t have a
pic ture of Don ald.)

F rank Masingill loves to ex -
plore, to share, and to com -
mu ni cate. Most of all, Frank 

loves to write — maybe even lives
to write, since writ ing flows from
think ing, his great est pleas ure. So,
my take on his de ci sion to opt for a 
month’s “va ca tion” from writ ing
his col umn is so much ma lar key; I
think he just wanted me to get my
feet wet in printer ’s ink. This
month’s Old Ram bler col umn,
there fore, is my own Almost- as- old 
Ram blings.

My own NOPC mem ber ship
number is four- digit, which marks 
me as a com para tive late comer.
Frank (who cele brated his tenth
an ni ver sary of Club mem ber ship
this year), Lanny, Wally, Zeke,
Jeff, Ed, Ash ton and many oth ers
have three- digit mem ber ships dat -
ing back to the first years of the
Club. In fact, there are NOPC
mem bers who have been around
so long that their mem ber ship
num bers are two- digit! John Sou -
ves tre’s number is 25, A. J. Levy’s
is 52, Wal ter Lan dry’s is 83, and
Gary Shur man’s mem ber number
is 2 — our bi nary Presi dent.

Each of us finds our own spe cial
rea sons for be long ing to this Club. 
Reach ing out in learn ing new
fields, the pleas ure of mu tual help, 
the so cial friend li ness of the meet -
ings, the Spe cial In ter est Groups,
the pres en ta tions, the prizes, the
us er group spe cials, the auc tion
bar gains — and the many friend -
ships grown over many years. I
find the val ues of many of these
mul t i  plied in on l ine

com mu ni ca tion through Fi donet
and the Inter net.

Darndest thing about our fine
mem bers is that rela tively few
choose to go on line to take ad van -
tage of  the free (yes,  FREE)
utili ties avail able twenty- four
hours a day for their us ing: the
Greater New Or leans Free- Net
and many Fi donet bul le tin boards
in the metro area. Be sides our own 
NOPC BBS (Fi donet 396/1), run
by Sy sop Lanny Gold finch, NOPC 
mem bers John Sou ves tre (The
South ern Star BBS, Fi donet 396/1), 
Marc Lewis (Sur sum Corda! BBS,
Fi donet 396/45),  and Fr.  Lee
McCol loster (HIOC BBS, 396/40),
also have first- rate boards, of
which the lat ter two are free to the 
user (though do na tions are ac -
cepted).

All of these BBSs are la bors of
love, end- products of thou sands of 
hours of tech ni cal ex pertese and
thou sands of dol lars of ex pense,
built in the spirit of shar ing with
eve ry one this won der ful means of
elec tronic com mu ni ca tion: mes sag -
ing and file dis tri bu tion.

Each BBS of fers both pub lic and
pri vate mes sage privi leges, in clud -
ing Inter net e- mail. As Frank and
many oth ers have re marked, Fi -
donet echos (mes sage ar eas)
pos sess quali ties which ap peal to
our lev el headed mem bers. Com -
pared to Inter net Usegroups, the
hun dreds of ac tive Fi donet mes -
sage ar eas are, by and large, more
po lite, en gag ing, lit er ate and in for -
ma tive than their  Inter net
coun ter parts.

Dis tri bu tion of files used to be a
main func tion of the BBS. Nowa -
days, with files of all sorts so
read ily avail able by ftp, the Inter -
net and not the BBS is the main
arena for that. Per son ally, I have
to ad mit that, as much as I ad mire, 
sup port and use three lo cal BBSs,
most of the files that I down load
are by ftp via the Greater New

Or leans Free- Net, which is fast, ef -
fi cient and ab so lutely free.

Half a dec ade ago, the user went to 
the Club BBS for dis trib uted files;
now, the Inter net is the main line
for that. Any one can go on line
nowa days and snag the most cur -
rent file by ftp from any where in
the world. Hard to com pete with
that!

Lately, how ever, the prac ti cal mat -
ter of time spent on line in the
get ting of files has be come a real
prob lem. Much of the time, the
Inter net has been so clogged that
down loads over the Inter net come
in at a small frac tion of the mo -
dem’s ca pac ity. Com pare that with 
a se cure and de pend able con nec -
t ion to a lo cal  BBS;  you can
down load a file from your BBS just 
about as fast as your mo dem will
al low. And on some BBSs, such as
Marc Lewis’ Sur sum Corda!, the
file has al ready been thor oughly
tested and checked to be virus- free.

Ef fec tive speed of down load is par -
t icu larly im por tant when the
wanted file is very large. For in -
stance, in the past month, Marc has 
set up the re cent re lease of Mi cro -
soft Inter net Ex plorer v4 Pre view 2 
for down load from Sur sum Corda!
BBS, split into nine down load able
zip files to tal ing just over 22 mega -
bytes! (For de tails, look at the in tro 
screen when log ging on to Sur sum
Corda! BBS.) Just imag ine if you
went to some Inter net site on a
slow or balky day. It could take
hours, maybe days, if it could be
ac com plished at all in one ses sion;
a good BBS as an al ter na tive to the
Inter net  can be a won der ful
con ven ience.

An other ex am ple is the wealth of
on line books in e- text form avail -
able free of charge through Pro ject
Guten berg and other re sources. Of
course, they are gen er ally avail able 
on the Inter net from sites such as
www.guten berg.net and sailor.
guten berg.org, but it’s a pleas ure
to re port that Pro ject Guten berg is
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flow ing again on Fi doNet. Hun -
dreds of books are avail able on
NOPC BBS in the BOOK file area,
and on Sur sum Corda! BBS in file
area 10, “Books & Pubs.”

Pro ject Guten berg now has pub -
lished well over a thou sand books,
mostly clas sics in the pub lic do -
main, in clud ing the en tire King
James Bi ble in BIBLE10.ZIP, a sin -
gle zipped file just barely able to fit 
on one floppy disk.  The com plete
works of Shake speare is in a sin gle
file nearly two mega bytes long on
down load. SHAKS12.ZIP con tains
the com plete and un abridged
works of Wil liam Shake speare in a
sin gle file of 5 mega bytes when un -
zipped. These large files might be
chancy to try down load ing over
the Inter net, but both are avail able
for down load on lo cal BBSs, in -
clud ing ones men tioned here.

While I’m at it, let me men tion that 
the com plete col lec tion of The
Internet “Onramp” col umns by
Ray Jones, origi nally printed in the
Janu ary 1995 through August 1997
is sues of The Moth er Board, have
been pub lished for your en joy ment 
in ONRAMP7H.ZIP, avail able for
down load at NOPC BBS, Sur sum
Corda! BBS and The South ern Star
BBS.

We have placed the text from all of 
Ray’s col umns in one sin gle text
file, for your con ven ience in per -
form ing key word searches to find
the top ics that in ter est you. With
all the in for ma tion in ASCII, you
won’t have to type out the URLs
and com mands; just copy and
paste or print. A reader util ity,
such as LIST, can be used for
search ing Ray’s col umns, as well as 
for find ing ex actly what you want
in The Bi ble, Shake speare, or what -
ever long file you wish to pe ruse.

Ray is busy writ ing, ful fill ing a
book con tract about New Or leans,
so his col umns are not ap pear ing
cur rently in The Moth er Board. All
the bet ter rea son to down load a
copy of ONRAMP7H.ZIP and have 
his guid ance on navi gat ing the net
and surf ing the web right on your
com puter for quick ref er ence.

Mean while, Ray can be reached at
NOPC BBS by net mail; or by e-
 mail at ray.jones@nopc.org and at
rj02@gnofn.org; at his web site
(http://www.neo soft.com/~ray -
jones/); through his ac tive “Big
Ray’s New Or leans Mail ing List”;
and at the lo cal.gnofn news group on 
the Free- Net. Or call Ray for the
most Internet- knowledgeable cab bie
in town.

And, yes, a few fi nal, af fec tion ate
words for our Greater New Or -
leans Free- Net. The thought of
do ing with out this su perb pub lic
in for ma tion util ity would be as dis -
taste ful to me as the idea of go ing
through life with out the Pub lic Li -
brary. Ac cess to the Free- Net is just 
as free and natu ral an ex er cise as
get ting and us ing one’s li brary
card. The Free- Net ac count is ab so -
lutely free for every citi zen in the
Metro New Or leans area.

Sure, the garden- variety Free- Net
ac count is text- only, no “sound and
light” on line, but its Inter net ac cess
is as fast and sure as any for ob tain -
ing in for ma tion and files, and for
send ing and read ing e- mail. Once
you learn your way around the
Free- Net, you’ll ap pre ci ate it’s use -
ful ness in nim ble web- surfing and
ftp of files. Also, if you don’t mind
bring ing a graphic or sound file to
your own com puter to view or
hear, you can even em ploy the
text- only Free- Net to bring sights
and sounds from the Inter net to
you.

The Free- Net has just set up a
special- use IRC (Inter net Re lay
Chat) server for host ing spe cial
events. The first ses sions are on- line 
work shops to learn how to use IRC. 
This is a new ac tiv ity for GNOFN
and is an other di men sion in its ca -
pa bil ity in on line com mu ni ca tion.

Pres ently, NOPC is in the pro cess
of put ting onto our Inter net web -
site most, if not all, of the con tents
of The Moth er Board. We have our
own do main, nopc.org, and a very
ca pa ble Web mas ter in Manuel
Den nis. If you ha ven’t vis ited the
NOPC web site at www.nopc.org,
please do. It’s un der con tinu ing
con struc tion, but NOPC in tends to

cre ate a truly in for ma tive site for
our mem bers and the pub lic.

Lastly, con gratu la tions to Gerry
McCann on fif teen years of AM ra -
dio broad cast ing “Liv ing with
Home Elec tron ics” every Sat ur day
morn ing. Gerry says he has the
long est run ning in fomer cial in
Metro New Or leans. Much more
than that, he brings us a gen ial,
sym pa thetic and lei surely look at
the com puter and con sumer elec -
tron ics scene from the busi ness
pro fes sion al’s view point.

Well, now that I’ve started, it’s
hard to shut me up. Thank good -
ness, Frank will be back next
month with the real Old Ram bler
col umn. If I can mus ter enough
good news for the print ing, look in 
fu ture is sues of The Moth er Board,
key word: Hy po Link.

Mean while, good reader, if you
have opin ion, re sponse or re quest
on any thing I’ve talked about,
please drop me a line at NOPC
BBS or by e-  mail  at  dcm01
@gnofn.org.

Rambler (continued)

Special
Pricing on
cadtools

CAD tools for Adobe Il lus tra tor 7,
Mac or Win dows, is avail able for
$99 when or dered di rectly from
Hot Door and men tion ing their ad, 
ef fec tive un til 12/31/97. This is a
$50 sav ings.

Hot Door CAD tools adds 34 new
pre ci sion draw ing tools to Il lus tra -
tor. Draw and meas ure art work in
any scale, add di men sions with a
mouse click, and cre ate la bels and
call- outs. The pro gram of fers a
wide range of pref er ences which
al low you to cus tom ize ter mi na -
tors,  di  men sion l ines,  text
place ment, scale, units, cham fer
and fil let meas ure ments and wall
thick nesses.

Hot Door Inc. P. O. Box 3041, Long Beach,
CA 90803, 888- 236- 9540 or on line at
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The Presi dents Col umn
By Gary Shur man

It’s elec tion time again.  The
Nomi nat ing Com mit tee made
their nomi na tions at the Oc to ber
board meet ing and the elec tion
will be held at the No vem ber gen -
eral meet ing.  We have been us ing 
a printed, mail- in, bal lot for the
last few years.  Since last year we
re ceived only two bal lots in the
mail the Board voted to do away
with the pa per bal lots and go back 
to good old hand rais ing.  This
saves the club a bunch of money
and makes it eas ier for those
mem bers who were not on the
Nomi nat ing Com mit tee’s list to
be come can di dates.  If you want to 
nomi nate some one or you would
like to run your self just speak up
when we ask for nomi na tions. As
long as your dues are cur rent and
you want to do your bit to help
the club we want you to run.  If
you don’t win elec tion or you
would rather just vol un teer to
help please let me know as we
need all of the help we can get.

There are many vol un teer tasks
that take less than an hour a
month.  We need help in Pub lic
Re la tions (fax meet ing an nounce -
ments to the news pa pers, ra dio &
TV sta tions).  Help the Treas urer.
Work with the Mem ber ship Sec re -
tary or Help with the Moth er board.
The Moth er board could use some -
one to keep track of the ads. There 
are all kinds of lit tle things that
don’t re quire a lot of work, but
will make eve ry thing in the club
run smoother.  If you don’t have
time to write the great Ameri can
novel, how about writ ing a short
ar ti cle for the Moth er board. Write
some thing about what it’s like to
be a new user or what soft ware
you just bought that won’t work,
or who’s tech ni cal sup port is out -
stand ing, or an in ter est ing Web
page.

Now that the club is in good fi -
nan cial  health it ’s  t ime to
con cen trate on some other ar eas.
The board is look ing into strength -
en ing the SIG groups (see my
sepa rate ar ti cle in this is sue),

get ting the news let ter on the Web
site, more edu ca tional con tent and 
pub lic serv ice proj ects.

See you at the No vem ber meet ing.

NOPC Spe cial In ter est
Groups (SIGS)

By Gary Shur man

The SIGS are small groups, within
NOPC, that meet once or twice a
month to pur sue sub jects in more
depth than can be pre sented at the 
Gen eral Meet ing.  I feel that the
SIGS are the place where mem bers 
can go to get more in di vid ual help 
than is avail able dur ing the hus tle
and bus tle of the Gen eral Meet ing
and be sur rounded by oth ers with
the same in ter ests.

SIGS are easy to form and re quire
only a meet ing place and a group
of NOPC mem bers (all SIG mem -
bers must be NOPC mem bers)
that have a com mon in ter est. If
you would start a new SIG or re -
vive an old or in ac tive one, see me 
or any board mem ber and we will
get you go ing.

Be cause Per sonal Com put ing has
made such ma jor leaps in such a
short time, our cur rent PC and
sup port ing equip ment is rather
ob so lete. I will be mak ing a pro -
posal at the No vem ber Board
Meet ing that the club ob tain new
hard ware and soft ware that will

al low us to bet ter serve the SIGS.
I want to have a PC that runs
Win dows 95 and has the ca pac ity
to run most of the cur rent ap pli ca -
tions.  

Fi nally, to make sure that eve ry -
one knows what SIGS are
avail able, when they meet and
how to con tact them, we need a
SIG Co or di na tor.  All you need for 
this po si tion is the time to tele -
phone each SIG leader every
month to get their in for ma tion and 
then send that in for ma tion to the
Moth er board Edi tor and the Web
Mas ter.

Where is the new
pro jec tor?

By Gary Shur man

Where is the new pro jec tor that
we raised funds for with the raf -
fle?  Well here’s where we are.
We raised about $1,200.00 which is 
in the bank.  The cost of the all-
 in- one pro jec tors is in the $4,500.00 
to $6,000.00 range.  No one was
will ing to give us one or even
make a bet ter deal than some of
the mem bers could get whole sale. 

The pro jec tor would be used when 
a speaker did not have their own.
This hap pens about twice a year.
Even if we used the pro jec tor
every month it would cost us over 
$200.00 per month to own it, not
count ing sup plies and re pairs.  We 
have also been told that the pro jec -
tion bulbs are very ex pen sive and
that these sys tems are a bit deli -
cate.  Be cause of the value of the
pro jec tor and its deli cate na ture, it
would not be prac ti cal to leave it
at the school or let the SIGS bor -
row it.

I sug gest that the club would be
bet ter served, and our funds bet ter 
util ized, if we rented a pro jec tor
for the cou ple of times that we
need it and get the speak er’s com -
pany to pay for all or part of the
rental.  I would fur ther sug gest
that we use the mo nies that we
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cur rently have in the bank for the
pro jec tor to be used to im me di ately 
ac quire as much equip ment as we
can beg, bor row or buy for the
SIGS to use.

I would like to see a de cent Pen -
tium PC with MMX, sound and
enough RAM to run to day’s ap pli -
ca tions and an other PC that could
be come a lit tle file server so that
we could delve into net work ing.  

Let me know how you feel about
this.  Call me at 838-9999 or e- mail
me at  gshur man@software-
 stuff.com, or send a mes sage to my 
Point on the BBS.

Changes to the NOPC
Char ter and By laws

By Gary Shur man

The fol low ing are changes that are
re quired to the NOPC Char ter and
By laws to elimi nate some con tra -
dic t ions be tween the two
docu ments and in some places
within the same docu ment.  The
changes have been signed by five
mem bers of NOPC are will be
voted upon at  the No vem ber
GENERAL Meet ing.

Pro posed Changes to
the New Or leans

Per sonal Com puter
Club, Inc. Char ter

ARTICLE 7.  Board of Di rec tors.

Sec tion 1. The Board of Di rec tors
shall con sist of the fol low ing
in di vidu als:

a. All of fi cers of the NOPC Club

b. Chair man of the Spe cial In ter est
Groups as de fined by the NOPC
Club By laws.

c. Other per sons as des ig nated by the 
Board of Di rec tors.

Sec tion 1. The Board of Di rec tors
shall con sist of the Presi dent, Vice 
Presi dent, Sec re tary, Treas urer
and any oth ers ac cord ing to  the
NOPC Club’s By laws.

Pro posed Changes to
the New Or leans

Per sonal Com puter
Club, Inc. By laws

ARTICLE IV.  Board of Di rec tors

Sec tion 5. Board of Di rec tors shall 
con sist of 7 mem bers, said
Di rec tors be ing mem bers in good
stand ing of NOPC Club and
elected by by gen eral mem ber ship
at the an nual elec tion.

Sec tion 5. In ad di tion to the
Presi dent, Vice Presi dent,
Sec re tary and Treas urer, the
Board of Di rec tors shall in clude
five (5) ad di tional “at large”
di rec tors elected from the club’s
mem ber ship.  Ad di tion ally the
Chair per son of any Spe cial
In ter est Group that meets the
re quire ments of Sec tion V: Spe cial 
In ter est Groups (SIGS), shall be a
mem ber of the Board of Di rec tors
as long as the SIG con tin ues to
meet the re quire ments of Sec tion
V.

ARTICLE VI. Di rec tors

Sec tion 1. Sub ject to con fir ma tion
by the Board of Di rec tors, the
Presi dent shall ap point the
fol low ing to the Board of
Di rec tors:

a. News let ter Edi tor

b. Mem ber ship Sec re tary

c. Soft ware Li brar ian

d. Group Pur chases Co or di na tor

e. RBBS Sys tem Op era tor

f. Edu ca tional Co or di na tor

g. Pro gram Co or di na tor

h. Pub lic Re la tions Co or di na tor

Sec tion 1. Sub ject to con fir ma tion
by the Board of Di rec tors, the
Presi dent shall ap point the
fol low ing  to the Board of
Di rec tors if an other Board

Mem ber is not al ready ful fill ing
the func tion: 

a. News let ter Edi tor

b. Mem ber ship Sec re tary

c. RBBS Sys tem Op era tor

d. Inter net Web Mas ter

e. Pro gram Co or di na tor

f. Pub lic Re la tions Co or di na tor

ARTICLE VIII.  Ex ecu tive
Com mit tee

Sec tion 1. The Ex ecu tive
Com mit tee is com posed of all
NOPC Club Of fi cers.

Sec tion 1. The Ex ecu tive
Com mit tee shall con sist of the
Presi dent, Vice Presi dent,
Sec re tary and Treas urer.

WAD SIG

Up com ing WAD SIG top ics that
may in ter est de vel op ers:

DDE, OLE, VBX, OCX, Ac -
tiveX.COM, DCOM Ex plained
Wil liam Saus saye
Tues day, No vem ber 4, 1997
New Ho ri zons Train ing Cen ter

Cre at ing Wiz ards in Vis ual Ba sic
Sal Car di nale
No vem ber 20, 1997
New Ho ri zons Train ing Cen ter

Home Auto ma tion
George Rae
De cem ber 2, 1997
New Ho ri zons Train ing Cen ter

All meet ings be gin at 6:30 with the
speaker go ing on at 7:00. New Ho -
ri zons is lo cated on the N. I-10
Serv ice Rd. In the Fav rot and
Shane Build ing, Suite 117.
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WIN CHIP C6: A Cheap, Small, Fast Proc es sor

The New Chip on the Block 
By Steve Bass, Pasa dena IBM Us ers Group 

Move over Cy rix! AMD? Out of
the way! Hey, In tel? Look out! I
just fired up a sys tem with a new
proc es sor and from my un sci en -
tific tests, I’ll tell you what: they’d
bet ter start wor ry ing.

The proc es sor is the Win Chip C6,
a 200MHz chip from Cen taur
Tech nol ogy, a new com pany that’s 
a sub sidi ary of In te grated De vice
Tech nol ogy. 

With the way In tel ’s  scram -
bling—low er ing prices and
re leas ing fast chips ear lier than ex -
pected—new proc es sors are big
news. In fact, the ma jor maga zines
are look ing at the Win Chip C6, in -
clud ing PC World. (Their
evalua tion is in the De cem ber
1997 is sue, Top of the News, or at
http://www. pcworld.com. You
might also look at No vem ber’s
[“K6-266 Chal lenges PII-266 on
Price/ Per form ance”] on page 70
or on line.)

Tech ni cally Speak ing

Here’s how the chip stacks up:
The Win Chip C6 is cur rently
avail able at 180 MHz / 60 MHz
bus and 200 MHz / 66 MHz bus
ver sions. It uses an origi nal RISC
im ple men ta t ion—x86 micro-
 architecture —with 5,400,000 tran -
sis tors and 88 mm2. 

The chip is manu fac tured with
four lay ers of metal in ter con nect
and the die is bonded into a stan -
dard 296- pin grid ar ray ce ramic
pack age. It’s Socket 7 com pli ant
and com pati ble with the Pen tium
pin- out. It also has a se lecta ble op -
er at ing volt age of ei ther 3.3v or
3.52v.

That means you can pop the Win -
Chip C6 into older sin gle volt age
(rail) Pen tium moth er boards (which 
usu ally can’t use CPUs with a
2.8/3.3 dual volt age re quire ment)
and most dual rail mod els. So if
you have a single-  voltage

moth er board with an older
single- voltage Pen tium chip, you
can up grade it with this Win Chip
C6. Be fore at tempt ing a re fit with
the any of the up grade chips, you
should con firm that your PC is a
can di date for a Win Chip. (Check
com pati bil ity lists on their web
site.) 

One pos si ble stum bling block is
that for the Win Chip to be rec og -
nized by your sys tem, you must
have the right BIOS: The cur rent
ver sions of Award 4.5x, AMI,
Phoe nix, or Sys tem Soft BIOS will
all work. 

Had enough tech ni cal specs?
Don’t kid me, of course you want
more. You can spend hours, no,
days, read ing about the chip’s ar -
chi tec ture at Cen taur’s web site:
http://www. win chip.com.

The Test Sys tem

I tested the chip on a pre con fig -
ured sys tem. The moth er board, a
Space walker Holco Shut tle 565,
uses an In tel 430 TX chip set,
Award 4.53 BIOS, and 512k L1
cache mem ory. It came with 32MB 
of 60ns EDO DRAM, a Dia mond
Stealth 3D 2000 video card with
2MB EDO DRAM, and a West ern
Digi tal 2.1GB drive.

How’d it Work?

I’ll ad mit that at first I was re luc -
tant to try a non- Intel proc es sor.
Last year I looked at the Nex -
Gen—my first ex pe ri ence with a
clone chip—and dis cov ered com -
pati bil ity prob lems. I had to run a
small Nex Gen util ity be fore load -
ing some ap pli ca tions need ing a
math co proc es sor. So I loaded
over 20 pro grams onto the Win -
Chip sys tem, in clud ing utili ties,
games, share ware and free ware,
and busi ness ap pli ca tion suites. 

And I ex pe ri enced ab so lutely no

com pati bil ity prob lems with the
Win Chip C6. 

Over all, I was also im pressed with 
the Win Chip’s per form ance. Every 
busi ness ap pli ca tion I used per -
formed well. And that’s the first
quali fier: The Win Chip C6 is de -
signed pri mar ily for use with
busi ness soft ware. It’s not a gam -
ers sys tem. The per form ance of
Win Word, Word Per fect, Ex cel,
Quick Books, Pow er Point, Lo tus’s
Ap proach, Eu dora Pro, and simi -
lar pro grams, all ex ceeded my
ex pec ta tions. 

But I didn’t see much of a per -
form ance gain for Ven tura
Pub lisher, my desk top pub lish ing
pro gram, or any of the MMX-
 driven games I tried. I’m not say -
ing I couldn’t run Duke Nuke ‘em
or Quake (God for bid), it’s just
that it didn’t work any faster or
bet ter than on my In tel 166MHz
sys tem. 

I also in stalled some of the more
out ra geous pe riph er als I  had
around the of fice into the Win -
Chip sys tem. For ex am ple, I stuck
a write able CD-ROM drive, and a
Di rect Duo Sat el lite Inter net card.
Both worked fine. 

Oh, Yeah... The Price

Cen taur is try ing to sell these
chips to third- tier com pa nies—lo -
cal value added re sellers (VARS)
and in te gra tors. Com pa nies many
of us al ready buy clones from—in
Pasa dena, Jet Re search Labs, PC
Sys tem De sign, and Mi croTrends.
Cen taur is ap proach ing the user
group com mu nity, those peo ple
who tinker with com put ers, will -
ing to crack the case and get bytes
un der their fin ger nails.

Right now, an AMD K-6 chip,
with out a sys tem board, runs about 
$175 and an In tel 200MHz is about 
$230. My guess is the Win Chip C6
will run around $135 to be gin



November, 1997 - 8 - The MotherBoard

with, per haps drop ping to $110 af -
ter a few months. 

If you’re com fort able up grad ing
your ex ist ing sys tem by your self,
you’ll proba bly be able to pick up a 
Win Chip at the swap meet. How -
ever, don’t count on tech sup port
when you buy at the swaps. For
that, you’ll need to buy the Win -
Chip at a large up grade com pany,
say, Ev er green Tech nolo gies
(541/757-0934; www.evertech. com.)

Steve Bass is the presi dent of the
Pasa dena IBM Us ers Group, a Con -
trib ut ing Edi tor with PC World, and
writes the Gizmo col umn for Com -
puter Cur rents. 

Chip (con tin ued)

From the Lighter Side

From: GerMcCann@aol.com

Quotes Taken from ac tual per form ance evalua tions:

“Since my last re port, this em ployee has reached rock bot tom and
shows  signs of start ing to dig.”

“His men would fol low him any where, but only out of mor bid cu -
ri os ity.”

“I would not al low this em ployee to breed.”

“This as so ci ate is really not so much of a has- been, but more of a
defi nitely won’t be.”

“Works well when un der con stant su per vi sion and cor nered like a
rat in a trap.”

“When she opens her mouth, it seems that this is only to change
which ever foot was pre vi ously in there.”

“He would be out of his depth in a park ing lot pud dle.”

“This young lady has de lu sions of ade quacy.”

“He sets low per sonal stan dards and then con sis tently fails to
achieve them.”

“This em ployee should go far—and the sooner he starts, the bet ter.”

“This em ployee is de priv ing a vil lage some where of an id iot.”

Ori gami:
The Se cret Life of Pa per
Crane, gy ro scope, frog, iris, pa -
goda, star and more! Choose any
proj ect and learn its his tory. Step-
 by- step fold ing in struc tions plus a
Quick Time movie. 

• Free Ori gami pa per to get you 
started

• Learn to make your own
Ori gami pa per from junk mail

• Sto ries and in ter views from
over 30 coun tries

• Over 100 full mo tion vid eos,
300 color pho tos

• Gal lery with over 150
beau ti ful Origami figures

• Origami history, reference, and
bibliography

Mini mum re quire ments: Win dows
3.x or ‘95, 486 proc es sor with 8 MB
RAM, 256 col ors, 2x CD-ROM

Spe cial User Group Price: $29.95
(regu lar $59.95). 

Casady & Greene, 22734 Por tola
Drive, Sa li nas, CA 93908;
800-359-4920; www.casa dyg.com

Adobe User
Group
Spe cials

Adobe Pho toDe luxe 2.0: (Mac and
Win dows) Cus tom ize your pho tos 
with spe cial ef fects and step- by-
 step sim plic ity.  UG Price: $39

Adobe Art Ex plorer 1.1 De luxe CD:
(Mac) Learn about art on the com -
puter while jazz ing up home work, 
cre at ing comic books, writ ing
news let ters, de sign ing fash ions.
UG Price: $19.99

Adobe Home Pub lisher 2.1 (Mac): A
com plete pub lish ing so lu tion for
home or of fice docu ments with
over 2,000 cli part im ages. UG
Price: $39.99.

Adobe Type Twister: (Win dows and 
Mac): Gives you type- enhancing
ca pa bili ties. UG Price: $19.99.

Call 800-888-6293 and men tion of -
fer #35700.

Adobe Pho toshop & Il lus tra tor Plug-
 In Tools: Xaos Tools’ plug- ins for
$129.  Type caster lets you cre ate
3D type with tex tures, etc. Also
Ter razo, Paint Al chemcy.  Call
1-800-BUY-XAOS and men tion of -
fer code ADB1. Act by Oc to ber 31
and re ceive free T- shirt and 80
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The First Per sonal Com puter
by Wer ner Buchholz

This ar ti cle was origi nally printed in
the July 1997 is sue of mi cro CHIP
(mi cro Com puter Hap pen ings In
Pough keep sie), the new let ter of the
Mid- Hudson Com puter User Group.

The first is sue of this mi cro CHIP
news let ter ap peared in 1977, and
its name re ferred to the mi cro proc -
es sors used in the then novel
desk top ma chines which had at -
tracted the at ten tion of hob by ists
and other early us ers.  But were
they the first per sonal com put ers?
Many peo ple think so, and if you
con sult, for ex am ple, Van Nos -
trand’s “En cy clo pe dia of
Com puter Sci ence,” its ar ti cle on
Per sonal Com put ing be gins with
“The per sonal com puter has been
in ex is tence only since 1974...”
and points to the MITS Al tair.

The an swer really de pends on
how you de fine a per sonal com -
puter.  If you in sist on a ma chine
small enough to fit on a desk, the
Al tair may well have been the
first, even though it had hardly
enough ca pa bili ties to do much
use ful work. Bet ter ex am ples
might be Ra dio Shack’s TRS-80 or
the Ap ple II, both of which ap -
peared a few years later.  If, on the 
other hand, you de fine a per sonal
com puter as a com puter that is
spe cifi cally de signed to be used by 
a sin gle per son, you may have to
go back about an other 20 years to
an IBM prod uct that barely saw
the light of day.

My nomi nee for the first per sonal
com puter is what was for mally
called the IBM 610 Auto- Point
Com puter, which was an nounced
in 1957.  It was the brain child of
John J. Lentz, a mem ber of the
Wat son Labo ra tory - not the big
IBM re search lab.  in York town
but an ear lier one near Co lum bia
Uni ver sity in New York City.

Ac cord ing to the book “IBM’s
Early Com put ers” by Bashe, et al,
Lentz started ex peri ment ing in
1948 with cir cuits for use in a
“per sonal com puter” (p.  530).
Later the proj ect be came known as 
the “Per sonal Auto matic Cal cu la -
tor (PAC).” Lentz had an
en gi neer ing model com pleted in
1954, but the ma chine re mained in 
limbo un til 1957, when its pro duc -
tion was turned over to, of all
things, IBM’s di vi sion re spon si ble
for mak ing time clocks and scales.
With the long de lay and with
sales men who knew noth ing about 
com put ing, this was a sure death
sen tence for the ma chine.

As you can see from a photo on p.
506 in the Bashe book, the 610 was 
far from a small ma chine and,
with a pur chase price of $55,000, it 
was well out of range of ama teur
us ers.  (I had a chance to play with 
it once in the Pough keep sie lab.)
The ma chine could be run like a
desk cal cu la tor from a key board.
For re peated cal cu la tions one
could have the ma chine rec ord the 
key strokes on punched pa per tape

dur ing a ses sion with sam ple data
and then play back the pro gram
for each run with stops for manu -
ally en ter ing new data.
Al ter na tively one could punch
both the pro gram and data for dif -
fer ent runs on pa per tape and
have the whole exe cuted
auto mati cally.

A fea ture of the 610, and the rea -
son for the name “auto- point,”
was that it could do arith metic on
31- digit deci mal num bers with the
deci mal point mov ing back and
forth de pend ing on the number of
dig its re quired to the left and right 
of the point in the re sult.  This
mode, which is in ter me di ate be -
tween fixed- point and
floating- point arith metic, ap peared 
again later in hand held elec tronic
cal cu la tors.

Some might ob ject to call ing the
610 a com puter be cause it could
not store the pro gram on its
magnetic- drum mem ory and thus
was not a stored- program
ma chine.

If that is part of your defi ni tion,
you would have to look for an -
other can di date, per haps in the
1960s, for a first.  I pre fer to put
the em pha sis on “per sonal” and
“auto matic,” for which the 610
quali fied at least up to a point (no
pun in tended).  The credit for a
first cer tainly be longs to a ma chine 
that ex isted well be fore the 1970s. 

For get Kil ler Bees
An army of computer- eating ants
from the ge nus Mono mo rium, im -
mune to many pes ti cides, are
munch ing their way north from
Bra zil and could crip ple tech nol -
ogy across the U.S. Lured by the
warmth of ter  mi nals,  which
resem ble ant hills, they feast on the 
sweet pro tec tive gel that coats cir -
cuit boards, ex pos ing them to
short cir cuits and cor ro sion. The

ants also sabo tage tele phone cir -
cuitry,  tele vi  sions and other
products con tain ing com puter cir -
cuit boards.

With the in ter na tional trade in
com puter tech nol ogy, the ants
could spread any where in the
world. The best pro tec tion is to
keep desk tops free of food that
might at tract ants, so that they

lose in ter est bee fore they reach
your com puter and its ban quet of
cir cuitry.

Cous ins of the computer- eaters
were found to have eaten through
the wir ing of the world’s larg est
su per con duc tor while un der con -
struc t ion in Texas and
short- circuiting the system in the
now-aban doned proj ect.

— Ex press, 20 May 1997
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Who is Gen eral Fail ure and why is he
read ing my disk?

Election Slate:

Presi dent: Gary Shur man

Vice Presi dent: David
Freed man

Treas urer: Tom Ford

Sec re tary: Leon ard Bronik

Board at Large
(5 elected)

Char lie Zim mer man

Wal ter Kil leen

Paul D’Anna

Ash ton Mou ton

Lane Bon ham

Marc Lewis

John Sou ves tre

Don ald McCune

Manny Den nis
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NOPC Membership Application
r New Mem ber r Re newal Mem ber ship No.:___________      Date:______________________
r No change
r Ad dress Cor rec tion

Please list your name as well as your membership number in order

for this form to be processed!

Name:                         First Name for Badge:

Name of Ad di tional House hold Mem ber:

Ad dress:

City, State, Zip: 

Home Phone: Age:                 

Busi ness Phone:        Ex ten sion:                              E- Mail Ad dress:

Oc cu pa tion:

Com pany:

I am interested in helping with the following Club Committees:

Dues:

r Regu lar Mem ber $ 40.00
r Fam ily Mem ber ship                             $ 60.00
r Stu dent Mem ber ship                            $ 20.00

Paid By:   r  Check __________________  r Cash r  Visa r  Mas ter Charge 

____________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____/  _____ Auth: _____

New Orleans Personal Computer Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 8364

Metairie, LA 70011

r Auc tion
r BBS
r Pub lic ity
r Mem ber ship

r SIG Groups
r News let ter
r Meet ing Fa cili ties
r Hos pi tal ity

r Web Site
r Other: ____________________

Ac count Num ber



P. O. Box 8364
Metairie, LA 70011

NEW ORLEANS PERSONAL COMPUTER CLUB 
WHY NOPC? 
Founded in 1981 and a Louisiana non-profit organization,
NOPC is composed of individual personal computer users who
help each other learn more about their personal computers and
its wide variety of applications. 

WHO SHOULD BE A NOPC MEM BER?
If you own, use, or are considering the purchase of a personal
computer, you will find the NOPC learning experience and the
opportunity to exchange information invaluable. 

WHAT ARE THE BENE FITS OF MEM BER SHIP? 
Monthly meetings highlight topics of current interest and the
latest developments in the micro-computer industry, focusing
on how new technology will affect you. Members discuss
common problems and participate in a beneficial exchange of
information. Meetings are preceded by informal discussion and
pointers  for new users and tech talk sessions. 

A monthly newsletter (The MotherBoard) contains helpful
hints, new product reviews, and miscellaneous articles of
interest written by our Club members or extracted from other
personal computer publications and newsletters. 

As a member of the American Association of PC User Groups
(APCUG), NOPC has access to a large database of vendors and
industry involvement.

Occasional Flea Markets provide a place to sell or trade those
extra bits of hardware and software you may have accumulated.

Vendor displays allow you to see what is available from our
local vendors, often at a discount to members.

Monthly, members bring software and hardware to the meeting
for the general auction. This may be the only place to find an old
DOS manual or other equipment no longer readily available at
retail outlets.

NOPC operates a general interest Bulletin Board 24-hours a day 
for members. The board has many shareware programs,
FidoNet, information about meetings and Special Interest
Groups. The Bulletin Board also serves as the NOPC message
center and provides Internet access. 

NOPC provides a forum for smaller groups with special
interests to meet in an informal setting. Several SIG groups
meet monthly.

 WHERE AND WHEN: 
The Club meets on the first Wednesday of each month in J. D.
Meisler School, Cleary at 17th, off Veterans Highway. The
meeting begins at 6:30 P.M.

HOW TO JOIN:
Come to a meeting and fill out a Membership Form.  Elsewhere
in this newsletter is a current membership application.
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